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speech by giving any formidable and substantial reasons why this action
should not be taken, I should have warmly supported him. I waited
throughout his speech to find any such reasons; but I have been disappointed.
Perhaps my friend is not aware that after all this is not a new experiment. In
a country like India, such a thing, in my opinion, is very necessary. It has
been tried in all European countries. In England the different autlionties have
their own organs ; if one Party states one thing which has been misiiiterpretedj
there is the opposite Party's organ to contradict and controvert those allegations.
In India we have not anything of this ssort, and I do not see why a Vernacular
paper should not be subsidized for the purpose of explaining the policy of the
Administration where such policy has been deliberately distorted by selfish and
interested organs. It is for this reason that I wish to oppose the resolution,
and I shall give my support to the proposal put in the Budget; and I think
every non-official Indian Member will carefully and impartially consider this
matter and see what amount of injury is being done to the country by a certain
section of the irresponsible Vernacular Press, and I do hope that tlie Council
will on this occasion boldly oppose the proposition of the Hon'ble
Mr. Basu."

The Hon'ble SIEDAII PA&TAB SINGH : " Mr. President, as the
Hon'ble Mr. Basu said just now, the evil of having a subsidized newspaper
has not yet reached my province, so perhaps it might be said that I am a little
bit beforehand in expressing my own opinion on this question. To my mind
there is no doubt about this, that the dogma of sedition which has been
preached in India has mostly been done through the Press, and now, if the
Government wants to utilise the Press to remove misapprehension, to remove
any doubts that may have been formed in the minds of people, I call it only
fair play. Why are they objecting to it now ? After all fur a long time those
who are against Government, they have had in the Press what they wanted ;
and so I think it is only right that Government should have their say now.
3n fact, when people hear both sides of the question3 it will "be much easier for
them to decide which is right and which is wrong. I firmly believe, Sir, that
if ever since the party against Government was started in our country Govern-
ment had taken some steps to say what they have on their side of the question,
a good deal of the present trouble would not have existed. With these words,
Sir, I oppose the Hon'ble Mr. Basu's resolution."

The Hon'ble MR GOKHA.LE : fk Sir, I wish to say a few words in
support of the resolution which my Hon'ble friend Babu Bhupendranath
Basu has placed before the Council. I wish to support this resolution first
because there is a report abroad that other Governments, besides the Goyern-
ment of Bengal, intend to follow suit, and secondly, because, though this
matter concerns, in the firat instance, Bengal alone, still there is a large
principle involved in this question, and I think it is as well that that principle
should be discussed from all p >ints of view. But, Sir, before I say what I have
to say on this subject, I would like to prevent, if possible, an injustice being
done to the gentleman who has come forward at the instance of the Bengal
Government to undertake this work. I refer to my friend 11 ai Narendra
Nath Sen Bahadur. I am anxious that no wrong impression should go forth
from this Council Chamber about the intentions or motives of the B>ai Bahadur,
or about the terms on which he has accepted this work from the Government.
Rai Narendra Nath Sen Bahadur is one of the veteran journalists and public men
of this country, and many of us, including, I am sure, my friend Mr. Basu, have
held Mm in the highest respect for all the time that we have been in public life.
And I feel bound to say this for Bad Bahadur Narendra JX'ath Sen, that among
the public men of the country he is second to none in straightforwardness,
in courage, and in strength of conviction; and it must also be recognized
that he has laboured long and incessantly for the welfare, of the country. I
am quite sure, therefore, that the description of a * paid hack3 is the yery last
that can ever be applied to Eai Bahadur Narendra Nath Sen. At the same